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Organised by the Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts ans sponsored by the Ko¢ Group,
the 10th International Istanbul Biennial will not be a conventional thematic exhibition, rather;
it will emphasise artistic production based on collective intelligence and the living process of
negotiating with physical sites. The Biennial will focus on urban issues and architectural
reality as a means of exposing different cultural contexts and artistic visions regarding the
complex and diverse forms of modernity.

More than 100 artists and artist groups from 35 different countries will exhibit more than 150
projects throughout the 10™ International Istanbul Biennial.

10™ International Istanbul Biennial will explore the venues through titles implying the venues'’
role in Istanbul’s political, economic and social aspects of its modernisation process.

"Burn It or Not?", Atatiirk Cultural Centre, Taksim

A leading example of the Republican Period Architecture and a symbol of the Taksim
Square, the heart of Istanbul, the AKM Building serves as a major element of the city's
cultural and political memory. Obviously, this modernist edifice incarnates the ideological
model of Turkey’'s modernization driven by its republican revolutionary project. However,
today it is under the threat of being gentrified by global capitalism’s expansion. Through
using this building as an important venue for the Biennial with an exhibition focusing on the
guestion of utopia and its fate all around the world; questions of social progress,
modernization and democracy, etc. in the current conditions of globalization will be raised
and debated.

"World Factory", Istanbul Textile Traders’ Market, Unkapani

The Istanbul Textile Traders’ Market, buit in the 60s consists of six blocks which
accommodate approximately a thousand shops. This intelligently designed vernacular
modernist building, explored by its users in an organic and self-organizational manner,
shows an interesting and peculiar case of how local economic activities with a modern vision
bring a vital element to contribute to the urban evolution. And it's a perfect site for the project
"World Factory" that manifests the reality and strategies of the negotiation between
developed and developing worlds in terms of different models of production, consumption
and economic development in the age of globalization and geopolitical conflicts.

"Entre-polis" and "Dream House", Antrepo no.3, Tophane

Old customs warehouses located on the Bosporus near Tophane were used for the 4th, 8th
and 9th Istanbul Biennials. This particular location, function and architectural identity allow a
highly complex project to grow from within: two exhibitions will be realized in two overlapping
structures. An "Entre-polis”, dealing with issues of global trading, migration, border crossing
and their impacts on urban life will be constructed in a labyrinth-like street-square-street
micro-urban structure. Above this micro-city, there will be a series of high-rise platforms
opening only in the evenings. They are "Dream Houses" that welcome people to stay and
discover some most unexpected elements of the Biennial, and enjoy Istanbul by night from
an unusual angle.



Special Projects

Nightcomers

nightcomers is one of the night programme projects of the 10th International Istanbul
Biennial and is based on the concept of "dazibao", used by Hou Hanru in reference to wall-
mounted posters of political criticism produced by the public during the Chinese Revolution.
Videos will be shown throughout the night in the streets, and the target is to reach a bigger
audience than the Istanbul Biennial does in the daytime. The video programs have been
selected by five local curators from the pool of videos sent by general public upon the open
call of the Biennial. They will be projected in different parts of the city on certain nights of the
week via a specific mobile device. This will bring the Biennial project to different sectors of
the city, especially those out of cultural centres.

santralistanbul

santralistanbul is a project led by Istanbul Bilgi University, involving the conversion of the
first power station built in Istanbul during the Ottoman period — Silahtaraga Power Plant —
into a Museum of Contemporary Arts, a Museum of Energy and a cultural and educational
centre.

santralistanbul will be the one of the sites for special projects focused on self-organisation
for the 10™ International Istanbul Biennial and will serve as a space of education, workshop
and laboratory. Events like international workshops, residency program, a conference and a
film program are going to be realized in santralistanbul in collaboration with Istanbul Bilgi
University.

Kadikéy Public Education Centre (KAHEM)

KAHEM is situated at the heart of the Asian side of the city. Built as a popular cultural centre
as a part of the republican social education and culture project in the 1930s, it is a significant
Turkish modernist building undervalued for long time. Organising special projects for the
Biennial not only provides a platform for urban and geopolitical emergency, it also offers an
opportunity for the public to rediscover such a specific architectural and cultural edifice.

Special Projects

Nightcomers
(curated by Ovil Durmusoglu, Marcus Graf, Borga Kantirk, Pelin Uran, Adnan Yildiz)

Apartment Project
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K2

Sarkis
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