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Vernissage 4,5and6June2009

BiennalePresident,PaoloBaratta, invitesthenationstoopentheirPavilions

fortherestof theyeartoo, adding:“We’llbethefirst”

Venice, 31 October 2008. – At Palazzo Querini Dubois in Venice, the President of the Biennale di Venezia, Paolo

Baratta, along with the Director of the 53rd International Art Exhibition, Daniel Birnbaum, today met the

representativesofthenationsparticipating inthe53rdExhibition, tobeheldbetween7Juneand22November2009

intheGiardiniandtheArsenale(vernissage4,5and6June),andelsewhereinVenice.

The President, Paolo Baratta, began the meeting by informing those present that the Biennale has approved the

projectbywhichthepaperdocumentsoftheHistoricArchiveof theContemporaryArts (ASAC)willbemovedto

the Padiglione Italia (Pastor Wing) in the Giardini, comprising the historic archive, documentary archive, books,

catalogues and periodicals. Moreover, by the 53rd Exhibition 2009, the Padiglione Italia will already have been

reorganisedtooffermorespaceandactivitiesforthepublicandforeducationalpurposes,withareasalsosetasidefor

artists at the exhibition to work. The rooms on the principal facade of the Padiglione Italia will be transformed to

provide a bookshop, while those facing the canal will offer a bar-cafeteria, and those towards the Pastor wing will

houseeducationalactivities,withroomforworkshops,seminarsandmeetings.

The transfer of the ASAC to the Pastor Wing, with reading and consultation rooms for researchers and visitors, will

transform the PadiglioneItalia into aplace dedicated to thearts,andabletooperate throughout theyear. President

BarattaalsoinvitedtheparticipatingnationstofollowtheexampleoftheBiennaleandofferamorefrequentuseofthe

PavilionsintheGiardini,andnotonlyforthemajorexhibitionsofvisualartsandarchitecture.

The President also sent special greetings to the countries present for the first time: Andorra, Gabon, Montenegro,

Pakistan,PrincipalityofMonaco,SouthAfrica,andUnitedArabEmirates;greetingswereextendedtothosecountries

that will take part again in the next Exhibition: Iran, Morocco, New Zealand and San Marino. For this edition, too,

there will be selected collateral events, organised by international institutions, which will hold their exhibitions at the

sametimeastheBiennale.ThecataloguewillbepublishedbyMarsilio.TheDirector,DanielBirnbaum, isworking

on the 53rd Exhibition with the help of an international group of experts: Jochen Volz (artistic organiser), Savita

Apte,TomEccles,HuFang,MariaFinders(correspondents).

Inviting Daniel Birnbaum to indicate the main themes of his exhibition, President Baratta recalled that alongside the

international exhibition, the Padiglione Italiano would also be opening its doors, organised by PARC - Department

for the quality and safeguarding of the territory, architecture and contemporary arts at the Ministry for Cultural

Affairs–forwhichthecuratorsareBeatriceBuscaroliandLucaBeatrice.



FareMondi//

MakingWorlds//

BantinDuniyan//

制造世界//

Weltenmachen//

ConstruiredesMondes//

FazerMundos…

Following on from the President, the Director of the 53rd International Art Exhibition, Daniel Birnbaum, outlined

thesalientpointsofhisexhibitionandindicateditstitle:FareMondi//MakingWorlds//BantinDuniyan//制造世界

//Weltenmachen//ConstruiredesMondes//FazerMundos…

Birnbaum stressed that the 53rd Exhibition will not be divided into sections but instead weave a few themes into an

articulatedwhole,andhepointedoutthreeaspectsinparticular:

 the proximity to the processes of production, which “will result in an exhibition that remains closer to the

sitesofcreationandeducation(thestudio,theworkshop)thanthetraditionalmuseumshow,whichtendsto

highlightonlythefinishedwork itself.Someoftheworks-declaredBirnbaum -will representworldsinthe

making.Aworkofartismorethananobject,morethanacommodity.Itrepresentsavisionoftheworld,and

iftakenseriouslyitcanbeseenasawayofworldmaking”

 the relationship between some key artists and successive generations: “A number of historical reference

points will anchor the exhibition. These artistic roots are still active, productive. They give energy to the

branches of the tree of art, and perhaps also to that which emerges today, to the ‘sprouts’. I would like to

explore stringsof inspiration that involveseveralgenerationsandtodisplaytherootsas wellas the branches

thatgrowintoafuturenotyetdefined”.

 an exploration of drawingand painting, with respect to recent developments and the presence in the latest

editionsoftheBiennaleofmanyvideosandinstallations:“theemphasisonthecreativeprocessandonthings

inthemakingwillnotexcludeworksinclassicalmedia”.
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